


Four very diverse women meet on the Trans-Siberian Railway. All 

have embarked on the journey with high expectations. They encounter 

three eccentric gentlemen and are entertained by a Georgian ladies· 

combo. The ladies transfer to the Trans-Mongolian Railway, which is held 

up by a mysterious princess and her mounted female retinue. They are 

captured and f ollow a nomadic caravan across the endless steppes. Along 

the way they are introduced to archaic rituals and age-old secrets. At the 

end they all meet again-- with one exception-- on the Trans-Mongolian 

Railway. 
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The film shows what happens when two eitremely different 

cultures meet. The Story begins on the Trans-Siberian Railway, which ror 

the past century h�s transported our European civllization throuah the 

untamed 

wilderness of the Siberian tundra and taiga. lt is a miniature museum on 

wheets, packed ruu of Western luxuries. 

In bygone days, travel included ballrooms and dance orchestras, a 

chapel-car and built-in organ. Luxury suites and saloons, library-, dining­

and kitchen-cars provided everything which the fashionable society or 

the time expected or a first-class hotel. But the arand myth or the Trans­

Siberian Rallway is not only the story of the crowned heads or Europe and 

the ever-mobile corps d/p/omarique. Tile wooden benches of third­

class compartments, where hunters, adVenturers, soldiers. poor peasants 

and Jewish famllies fleeing the pogroms crowded together, were equally a 

part of the Trans-Siberian. lt is in this atmosphere that the four 

protagonists meet: 

LADY WINDllMEU, an elegant English 

aentlewoman. a private scholar and 

anthropologlst in the old-fashioned style. 

F ANNY ZIEGFBLD, an uncomplicated, slightly 

frivolous American musical-comedy star 

travelling f or pleasure. 

Oe/phi!Je SeyriK 

Gillian Sca/ici 



MS. MÜLLER-VOBWINtEL, Schoolmistress. a lrm Hermann 

German cultural traveller with a Baedeker. 

GIOVANNA. a youna adventure-traveller. still 

almost a child, with rucksack and walkman. 

The women meet in the dinini-car where they 

are entertained by the Georgian LADIES" 

COMBO THE �ALIN�A SISTERS, and 

encounter three eccentric gentlemen: 

Ines Sastre 

Jacinta 

EfseNabu 

SeYimbike Efibay 

ALEIANDBK BORIS NI[OLAI NI[OLATBVICH Nou3r11r Sbaria

MUKA VTEV. a Russian officer proud of hls 

Franco-Russian ancestry, on his way to an 

outpost in the wilderness in the company of 

his adjutant: 

Christoph Eichhorn ALTOSBA. who is suffering from the 

Interruption or hls classical ballet 

training at the Bolshoi, and: 



Peter rero MlctET IATI, a voluminous, 

hypochondriac, and very eloquent 

tenor of the Yiddish-American 

musical-comedy staae, and admirer 

or the most unusual delicacies 

of Russian cuisine. 

As one miaht expect, the meetina of all of these characters 

provides the story·s first (not only musical) highpoints. 

At the Mongolian border, it comes to a parting ·or the ways for 

this company brought together by chance. The ladies transf er to the 

Trans-Monaolian. which after a short ride is stopped by wild Mongolian 

horsewomen. lt is as if they had been suddenly transported to another 

age. Not a time-machine, but rather an archaic way of life still e1isting in 

the present-- that of the semi-nomadic Mongolians-- confronts them 

dramatically with a r oreign culture. Their accustomed habits and 

prejudices make misunderstandinas and rau1-pas inevitable. These 

occasion much amusement, but can also create dangerous situations. 

The 7 western ladies are abducted by a mysterious Mongolian 

princess and her retinue, and accompany their caravan through the 

overwhelming landscapes of Inner Mongolia towards an unknown 

rate. Along the way they see sacred trees, ancient cliff paintinas. a 

travelling city, and encounter great herds of wild horses and camels. 



Tbe most famous artists 

poured io from all 

over Monzo/ia 10 create 

Ibis festiva/ scene wilh 

lheir cf ans.

They share the nomads' life, 

live in their feit tents, the yurts, live on 

fatty mutton and mare·s milk, observe 

secret huntina ceremonies and, finally 

take part in a areat f estival at which 

rhapsodists, horse-fiddlers and wresUers 

appear and excitina competitions and 

masked dances are held. 

The western women appear to be carried away in an unexpected 

and contradictory f ashion by their thrilling and troubling experlences. 

but at the 

end of the film they find themselves. with one exception. back on the 

Trans-Monaolian Railway .. 

71 has been prophesied /hat 1 wou/d 

/Je cured v,,Jth lhe aid of a tree-spirit 

assisted by other nature-demons ... 

(Mickey [atz) 
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